
Fovant Parish Council 

Minutes of Meeting held at 7pm Wednesday 1st February 2023 

At Fovant Village Hall, Tisbury Road, Fovant 

01.02.01 

Those present 
Parish Councillors T. Phillips (Chairman), D. Horne (Vice Chairman), W. Hobbs, M. Wallis, A. Cousley, 

A. Havard. 

Also in attendance T. Culver-James, Clerk and 37 members of the public. 

Prior to the formal business of the meeting, a number of members of the public made comments 

regarding  PL/2022/09490. The applicant made a statement which explained the background of the 

application. The general  tenor of responses were not supportive of the application, citing perceived 

deficiencies of detail in the application, and concerns of waste management, vehicle access and 

environmental issues. Concerns were also made regarding the proximity of the site to the river 

Nadder, Cranborne Chase AONB and the Dark Skies reserve. Councillors noted the comments made 

by 14 residents. 

01.02.02 

Declarations of Interest 
None made. 

01.02.03 

Chairmans Introduction 
The Chairman summarised the comments made, with an emphasis of access to the Church and 

additional  traffic issues. The formal business then commenced. 

01.02.04 

Planning matters 
The Councillors then, before members of the public discussed the application. Two councillors 

supported the application with some reservations. The remaining four objected. Accordingly the 

Clerk will indicate this the Planning Authority. Attached to these minutes is a summary of the detail 

of the objections made at the meeting and on the Planning Portal as suggested by the Chair. At the 

next meeting of the council, if agreed, the minutes will be signed into the record. 

01.02.05 

Date of Next meeting 
7 March at 7pm at the Village Hall. 



Fovant Parish Council:  Recommendation on Planning Application PL/2022/09490 

Planning Proposal:  Application for the change of use to leisure & tourism activities on 2.39 hectares 

of land at Manor Farm, Fovant to accommodate 3 shepherds huts (all year round) and up to 10 

camping pitches through summer season. 

Fovant Parish Council met on 1 February 2023 at a publicly convened meeting.  Thirty seven 

members of the public attended, and 14 spoke to raise concerns about the application.  The Council 

arrived at the following decision.    

Recommendation: That this Planning Application be Refused.  

Reasons:  

1. Potential conflict with several requirements in Wiltshire Core Policy 39, Tourism 

Developments, including not to detract from the character or appearance of the landscape, 

including by noise.   In this case, by an impact on the AONB by the shepherds’ huts, 

washroom and toilet facilities, tents and parking and car movement areas, and lighting 

even if minimal for safety.  

2. Absence of detail of how the infrastructure elements of grey waste and litter handling and 

disposal  and the parking area run off will be arranged.  

3. Therefore, lack of evidence that these unknown facilities will be arranged and managed to 

prevent impact including by chemicals on the local ecology especially Fovant Brook only 25 

metres from the site, the lakes and the nearby SSSI designated river Nadder registered as a 

High Priority Water Catchment Sensitive Zone 

4. Concern about the lack of detail and safety validation for the proposed method of 

harvesting and final disposal of composted waste 

5. Uncertainty that campers in this proposed area which is situated so close to the Brook and 

Lakes, could be observed by the owner and prevented from trespassing and damaging 

these watercourses and their ecology, given the distance from the proposed entry point to 

the camping business at the farmhouse.    

6. Failure to provide arguments to mitigate the potential impact of additional traffic on 

Church Lane, including when it floods. This will be traffic mostly unfamiliar with its aspect 

as a narrow dead end lane much used by locals for safe family recreation, access to 

footpaths and the Church, and therefore necessitating careful observance of the new 

requirement of the Highway Code (para 211- 215) in respect of safe distances from 

pedestrians, horses etc. when there is no pavement. 

7. An inconsistency in the Application document, in respect of the ‘existing and proposed 

number of parking spaces’, should be corrected.   The existing number is stated as 10, and 

the proposed including existing spaces as 10.  Yet the site plan includes a parking area 

within the camping area.   This clarification needs to explain the relationship with the 

parking area allowed for members of the fishing club.   

8. The failure to state that there are houses on Church Lane needs to be corrected – there are 

about 14.  Also, measures should be proposed as to how the parking for the Church -  

especially being a much visited location of War Graves Commission graves– will be 

protected.  

 

Additional comment 



That farmers in Fovant have allowed reasonable access for leisure activities is an important 

historic feature of the village and a benefit to the community.  The owners of East Farm for 

more than a century have allowed access to annual repairs of the Fovant Badges.  The 

owners of Manor Farm have allowed members of a Fishing Club access to the lakes and 

Fovant Brook over several decades and allowed club huts to be erected.  Keeping public 

footpaths open and safe is of course axiomatic.    

 


