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Fovant Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held On 9th June 2025 

at 1900hrs. 

Venue:          The Waterside, Fovant Youth Club, High Street, Fovant, Salisbury. 

Present:        Cllr. M. Wallis (Chair), Cllr. D. Horne (Vice chair), Cllr. A. Cousley, Cllr. H. Coxe, 

                       Cllr. A. Phillips, Cllr. P. Page, Cllr. J. Ellis. 

Attendees:   Mrs J. Wallis (Parish Clerk), Five members of the public.  

50:25  Apologies of absence: 

None. 

51:25  Noting of Absence: 

Cllr. N. Najjar. 

52:25  Declarations of Interest: 

None. 

53.25: Resolutions of previous minutes of the 07/05/2025, review of action points for 

minutes of unresolved outcomes. 

Minutes agreed as accurate and will be added to the record by the clerk. 

Matters arising: 

09.09.24(c)  Tree Survey – Chair informed the meeting this was still outstanding, Cllr. Ellis 

offered to support the work, this offer was accepted. 

Outcome: deferred to next meeting. 

27:25 (a)  Village Green Project – Chair informed the meeting that the property was now 

back on the market and that he had contacted the agent regarding the land, they will speak 

to the vendor, other avenues discussed but to await outcome from chair. Chair will also 

speak to Cllr. Najjar. 

Outcome:  Chair to feed back to next meeting. 

27:25 (g)  Planning rules -  Cllr. Phillips fed back that following the election the cabinet 

officer for planning had changed, Cllr. Phillips will discuss with Cllr. Najjar. 

Outcome:  Await feed back from Cllr. Najjar. 

27:25(i)  Highways engineer visit – Cllr Phillips informed the meeting that following a 

meeting with the highways engineer, two further bollards would be installed to ensure 

pedestrian safety on the High Street outside the Youth club, the contractor has been 

instructed to return, to put right the white lining issues. Chair gave a further update that the 
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highways engineer had agreed to look into the speed signs in Brook Street and that he had 

agreed to move the speed sign outside the Greater Good Public House (GGPH)on the 

footpath to behind the bollard, thereby removing the obstruction to the footpath. 

Outcome:  Await installation of further bollards and return of contractor. Await outcome of 

Brook Street inspection and movement of speed sign outside the GGPH. 

27:25(j)  Brook Street bridleway repairs,  ( defer to any other business). 

27:25 (l&n)  Metro counts -  Cllr. Phillips informed the meeting he had requested five metro 

counts. 

Outcome:  Await data but turn off the SIDs that are in place so as to remove any influence 

of the outcome of the metro counts.  

27:25(p)           Youth initiative  - Clerk reported that the event went well with 17 children 

attending, she thanked those councillors that attended for their support. 

Outcome:  To remain on agenda due to other summer events. 

42:45  Review of current insurance cover –  New cover discussed, and the finer points 

reviewed by Cllr. Coxe. Cost of renewal £836.35. 

Outcome – Unanimous agreement to pay for the insurance renewal. Clerk to follow up with 

insurance company about land insurance for the playground and playing field. 

54.25: Chairmans Introduction. 

The chair discussed that there had been some activity in the village by Wessex internet, he 

had met with the company representative to discuss the siting of posts as some locations 

were inappropriate and asked for a map of where in the village posts were to be placed. 

Outcome: Await contact from the company. 

55:25  Statement from Wiltshire Councillor Nabil Najjar: 

Not present at the meeting. 

56.25: Governance: 

a) Small Grants Policy 2025 – Introduction and overview given by the clerk, some discussion 

around wording. 

Outcome:  Five votes for, two against the title of the policy, Policy adopted in its present 

form by majority vote, clerk to upload to the website. 

b) Equality and Diversity Policy 2025 - Introduction and overview given by the clerk. 

Outcome: Unanimously agreed and adopted by council, clerk to upload to website. 

c) Footpath and Bridleway policy 2025  - Introduction and overview given by Cllr. Phillips. 

Outcome: Unanimously agreed and adopted by council, clerk to upload to website. 
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d) Health and Safety Policy 2025 -  Introduction and overview given by the clerk. 

Outcome: Unanimously agreed and adopted by council, clerk to upload to website. 

e) Co-option policy 2025 – Introduction and overview given by the clerk. 

Outcome: Unanimously agreed and adopted by council, clerk to upload to website. 

f) Parish council Risk assessment 2025. Overview and introduction given by the clerk. 

Outcome: Unanimously noted and adopted by council, clerk to upload to website. 

g) Risk assessment for the playground 2025  - Introduction and overview given by the clerk. 

Outcome: Unanimously noted the risks and adopted by council,  Cllr. Page to look at 

potential signage needed. clerk to upload to website. 

57.25: Planning matters requiring Consideration/noting. 

a) Red Cedars, Church Lane, Fovent, SP3 5LA –   PL/2025/04804. 

Full planning permission for a replacement house. 

Outcome: Clerk to make a comment on the Wiltshire council planning page of Support. 

b) I,  New Barn Cottages, Fovant SP3 5LL – PL/2025/04799. 

Two story side extension. 

Outcome:  Clerk to make a comment on the Wiltshire Council planning page of No 

objection. 

58.25: Financial matters for approval. 

Income and expenditure report to: 

a) May  2025 reconciliation of bank. 

Outcome: Agreed by council and signed by Cllr. Jackson. 

b) Clerks report of income and expenditure for May 2025. 

Outcome: Report accepted by council with approval to spend for: 

I. Stationary £23.49. 

II. Stationary £44.00. 

III. Village hall hire £12.00. 

IV. Youth club hire £12.00. 

V. Label craft £12.00. 

c) Net position from start of fiscal year – Clerk informed council that the net position to 1st 

June 2025 was  £30,531.04. 
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Other financial matters for resolution/consideration or noting: 

a) Change of payroll services – Clerk informed council of the urgent need to change payroll 

providers due to major discrepancies in the current provider performance, new provider 

found in Tisbury highly recommended by several clerks. 

Outcome: Change in provider fully accepted and noted by council. 

59.25: Other matters requiring consideration/Noting 

a)   S4S and footpaths – Verbal report from the clerk that following discussion with Jaki 

Farrel from Seeds for Success (S4S), they had offered to support with upkeep on selected 

pathways with the council supporting S4S with a donation. 

Outcome: Offer fully supported by council, clerk and Cllr. Page to move it forward. 

 

b)    War memorial damage – Clerk reported that a quotation for £350.00 had been received 

from the same contractor who previously worked on the memorial and that it was 

potentially not cost effective to claim via the insurance due to a £250.00 excess. The chair 

also informed the meeting that given this was the second set of damage in under two years 

the memorial clearly needs to be protected by some form of barrier, potentially decorative 

bollards. 

Outcome: Unanimous decision to direct the contractor to complete the work, Chair to 

follow up with Highways engineer around the installation of a barrier/bollard. 

 

c)   Playground update – Update given by the clerk and Cllr. Page, seesaw has been 

condemned as irreparable by the manufacturer, there was discussion about the longevity 

and replacement of the dated equipment, and around children’s safety and signage. 

Outcome: Unanimous agreement to replace the seesaw and replace signage, Clerk and Cllr. 

Page to source. Quotation for a gate for the playing field to be sourced, for further 

discussion. 

 

d)   Potential use of contractors for pond clearance and SID’s data collection  Cllr. Horne 

asked the meeting to consider the use of external contractors to support the council in 

some of their work. 

Outcome: Unanimously agreed to consider use of external contractors further, Cllr. Horne 

to discuss Toad Pond with Wessex waters and source a company who may support with SIDs 

data. 

  

e)   Current website and emails for consideration and noting – Cllr Ellis had previously 

distributed a paper in which he asked councillors to consider the current website following 

publication of the Practitioners guide (2025) Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel 

(SAPP) document as the council will need to consider and move forward to a accessibility 

compliant domain and  website, whilst council already had procured an appropriate domain, 

a provider needs to be considered more widely, Cllr. Jackson suggested a working party to 

investigate this prospective move which would enable the council to widen its reach into 

the village community whilst still offering a village community section to the website. The 
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chair discussed that following a number of previous attempts to gain village support there 

still needed to be found a platform on which villagers could access all aspects of village life, 

he suggested a formal consultation with the community to enable the council to move 

forward with a communication platform fit for the village. 

Outcome: Clerk to discuss further with the webmaster, council to consider a formal 

consultation with the village with a view to establishing a working party from all sections of 

the village. 

 

f)   Training and refresher training for councillors  for consideration and noting(Cllr. Horne). 

Outcome: Deferred due to time constraints. 

 

g)   Solar panel for current Speed Indicator device (SID)  and potential for further SID’s. Cllr. 

Horne asked the council to consider the purchase of a further two SIDs devices for the 

village and a solar panel for the one SID that works on battery. The clerk informed the 

council that there was £2500.00 in the budget for road safety for the year 2025/26 and any 

spending over this would be a cost pressure on this budget line. 

Outcome: Council unanimously agreed spend up to £5000.00 and accepted the indicated 

cost pressure of the Road safety budget line. 

 

h)   Brook Street for consideration and noting – Clerk informed council that no small grant 

application had been received thus far, Cllr. Phillips also called the meeting to note that 

following the passing of the PROW policy a grant for this would not be considered. 

Outcome: No further discussion item to be removed from the agenda. 

 

i)   Follow up from visit of Wessex Rivers Trust for noting  (Cllr. Phillips). 
Outcome: Deferred due to time constraints. 
 
j)   LHFIG update for noting  (Cllr. Phillips).  
Outcome: Deferred due to time constraints. 
 
K)  Frequency of meetings for considerations and noting  (Cllr. Phillips). 
Outcome: Council agreed to move forward with 18:30 start time and six weekly meetings. 
 

60.25: Items for next meeting. 

None offered. 

61.25: Date and time of next meeting and yearly program. 

21st July 2025 at 18:30hrs. 

1st September 2025 at 18:30hrs. 

13th October 2025 at 18:30hrs. 

24th November 2025 at 18:30hrs. 
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5th January 2025 at 18:30hrs. 

16th February 2026 at 18:30hrs. 

30th  March 2026 at 18:30hrs. 


