
Fovant Parish Council 
 

Minutes of Meeting held at 7pm Tuesday 6th September 2022 

 At Fovant Village Hall, Tisbury Road, Fovant 
 

06.09.01 

Those present: 
Parish Councillors T. Phillips (Chairman), D. Horne (Vice Chairman), W. Hobbs, M. Wallis, A. Cousley, 

A. Harvard 

Also in attendance T. Culver-James, Clerk 

Apologies received from Councillor S. Barr.  

Prior to the meeting continuing, Cllr. MW raised an issue of a footpath sign (FOV5) located in a 

resident’s garden leading off Dinton Road which she would like removed. The Chairman said he 

would raise the matter with the Highways Engineer.   Cllr.  MW also drew attention to watercress in 

river near The Firs. Chairman queried if FPC issue, but the meeting was informed that action had 

already been taken, so no action required. 

06.09.02 

Declarations of Interest 
None made. 

06.09.03 

Chairmans introduction 
TP provided a thank you card to be signed by willing councillors to give to Pauline Story to thank her 

for her many years of work with the 3 Towers magazine. A question was raised regarding a financial 

donation to Mrs. Storey personally from FPC. Following advice from the Clerk, councillors felt that 

this could contravene s.137 of the Local Government Act, and it was decided that individual 

councillors could if they wished make a personal contribution, such payments being coordinated by 

Mrs. M. Horne.  Councillor AH wondered if an archive of the publication had been kept and if so 

whether they could be acquired and possibly digitised. TP said that he thought  Mrs.Story was rather 

upset at the demise of the publication. 

06.09.04 

Resolution of minutes 
The Minutes of Parish Council meetings held on 13th July and 17th August 2022 were unanimously 

approved and signed by the Chairman. 

06.09.05 

Report from Wiltshire Councillor 
In the absence of Cllr. Najjar, no report was made. TP suggested that he would speak to Wilts. Cllr. 

Bridget Wayman about an approach to the Area Board about the potential use of the SID data on 



speeding now being extracted by Cllr DH from the three  SID devices in Fovant.  She is the Chair of 

the Area Board LHFIG working group that deals with highways matters.  He also suggested that he, 

on behalf of FPC, should be prepared if necessary to start a direct dialogue on aspects of road safety 

with the police and the Police and Crime Commissioner. 

06.09.06 

Planning Matters 
PL/2022/05839 Whitmores, Tisbury Road, Fovant. 

Councillor MW advised that he understood that following an objection from the Environment 

Agency, it was possible that enforcement action may be taken by Wiltshire Council to order 

demolition of the structure, as the EA consider to close to the river bank. Councillors AC and WH 

suggested that FPC should support the application, although it was noted that the EA objection 

would likely have considerable sway with the planning authority. Reference was made to the 

contribution to the village of the small business located at Whitmores, and DH observed that the 

neighbouring property had a similar structure, although not used commercially. A resolution for FPC 

to support the application was made by WH, seconded by TP and passed unanimously. The 

consultation period due to end 7th September, the Clerk was asked to record the support of FPC with 

the planning authority the following morning. 

PL/2022/06381 Red Cedars, Church Lane, Fovant 

Clerk instructed to register no comment to the planning authority. 

Other Planning Matters 
PL/2022/04332 and 04333 Land at former RAF Chilmark 

Given the considerable concerns of residents both in Fovant and neighbouring villages, and the 

strenuous objections raised by the Highways Authority, FPC will continue to monitor this as it 

progresses. 

PL/2021/09778 Land at Station Works, Tisbury 

This matter also has serious potential issues for Fovant residents, together with neighbouring 

villages. It was noted that the developers may be seeking to force the planning authority’s hand 

through the threat of a Judicial Review because of the slow progress of the application. 

West Barn Lodge premise licence update 

The Chairman noted that Wilts Cllr. NN had not provided any update, as had been hoped.  Note was 

made of seeming shortcomings in the “joining up” of the licencing and planning machinery of 

Wiltshire Council. The Clerk was asked to reflect these concerns with Wiltshire Council and the 

Chairman may raise this general issue if an opportunity can be found at meetings of the Area Board. 

07.09.07 

Financial Matters requiring Consideration/Resolution 
a. The incorporation of the proposed Scheme of Delegation was passed unanimously and a 

copy is appended to these minutes. 

b. The Income and Expenditure report for July and August, as circulated with the agenda was 

noted and no objections raised. Copy attached to these minutes. 



c. It was decided that FPC would in future pay for the website service directly, rather than 

reimbursing the web master Derryn Hinks. Clerk to contact provider to arrange change of 

billing. 

d. An ex gratia payment to S4S of £150 was proposed by TP, seconded by DH and passed 

unanimously. The payment is justified by the considerable work done by the organisation in 

repairing Footpath 16, to the benefit of the village as a whole. 

e. Clerk confirmed the AGAR submission had been received by PKF.  

f. The Clerk will speak with the proposed bookkeeper to arrange a meeting to expedite this 

arrangement. Given the limited number of transactions so far this year, matter is 

manageable but must be securely grounded. Report to be made next meeting, along with an 

internal auditor appointment. These matters may be informed by PKFs reaction to e. above. 

07.09.08 

Other Matters requiring Consideration/Resolution 
a. The Chairman thanked Cllr. MW for his surveying of sites for white lining in the village, and 

applications to Wilshire Council have been made for 8 sites using the required mechanism of 

My Wilts app.  A visit by a representative from Street Scene to look at sites for two 

additional street litter bins will take place on Friday 9th September. 

There was a detailed discussion of kerb build out and other changes to improve pedestrian 

and vehicle safety at the A30/High Street junction.  Guidance is being provided by Highways 

Engineer Paul Shaddock, who has prepared drawings of potential build out structures.  A 

Teams meeting with Mr Shaddock at which he explained these drawings had been 

summarised for Cllrs by the Chairman.  The Chairman recalled that the original idea two 

years ago was predicated both on improving pedestrian safety and also on a means to slow 

traffic as it entered the 20 mph limit from the Shaftesbury direction.  However, there must 

be no chance of increased confusion to drivers.  It was agreed that Mr Shaddock be asked to 

provide the Council with drawings showing the various options for footpath width at a 

buildout.  Further thinking will also be informed by a camera survey of traffic movements 

around the junction, to be carried out on Wednesday 14 September.    

b.  Mention made of successful grants for FOV16 and FOV5. WH confirmed tree obstruction on 

FOV7 now cleared by the landowner. 

c. Covered above. 

d. SID data discussion covered earlier in meeting in opening remarks. 

e. Decided to accept two additional litter bins (provided free by Wiltshire Council) in the first 

instance, in the hope of improving behaviour regarding disposal of litter and bagged dog 

waste.  Initial quote is £3.40 per bin per week for emptying. Streetscene to advise on 

location when they visit. 

f. Councillor SB has advised that he is being posted abroad, but would like to remain a 

councillor. Councillors agreed unanimously that he be granted an initial six month Leave of 

Absence. Clerk to write to SB confirming that he will be unable to vote, but will continue to 

receive agendas and minutes. Any informal discussion between him and other councillors is 

in order. SB will have to relinquish his Emergency/Flood/Resilience portfolio. The Chairman 

suggested that Councillors MW and AC take the matter jointly, with MW leading. Both 

agreed. TP also reported that SB would be providing his Emergency Plan, developed with the 

assistance of Wiltshire Council, by the end of this week. 

g. Clerk to provide template/guidance to DH and AC to facilitate the upcoming review of the 

Clerk’s performance. 



07.09.09 

Items for information/next agenda 
Contained within the minutes. 

07.09.10 

Exclusion of the Press 
This matter deferred until next meeting. 

07.09.11 

Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 1st November 

 

Meeting concluded 9.15pm 

  

 

 

 

 

   


