
Fovant Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Fovant Parish Council held on Tuesday July 

11th 2023 at The Waterside, High Street, Fovant. 
 

13.07.01 Those present and apologies for absence 
Present: Councillors T. Phillips (Chairman), D. Horne (Vice-Chairman), A. Havard, W. Hobbs, A. 

Cousley, M. Wallis. Wiltshire Councillor N. Najjar via telephone 7.25-7.35. 

In attendance: T. Culver-James, Clerk 

13.07.02 Declarations of Interest 

None made. 

13.07.03  Chairman’s Introduction 

The Chairman informed the meeting that he had been approached by residents of the village making 

planning complaints about two sites in the previous week. The first relates to completed works at 

Heron’s Mead, Fovant. Wiltshire Council enforcement inspected the site (ref. ENF/2023/00581) 

during the week ending 14th July 2023 and found the site in all respects compliant. The resident who 

raised concerns will be so advised. 

The second matter related to highway obstruction associated with the location previously examined 

by Wiltshire Council (PL/2021/06795), adjacent to Moors Cottage, Moor Hill, Fovant SP3 5LB. A 

resident was unhappy that the road was being blocked regularly by HGVs removing soil from the 

site. The resident reported the matter to Wiltshire Police who visited the site and spoke with the 

contractor. The resident remained unsatisfied, and asked for inquiries to be made as to whether the 

terms of the planning consent have been broken. The matter was referred to Wiltshire Council, for 

the attention of the Planning and Planning Enforcement departments. 

The Chairman has also received an enquiry concerning the provision of a public access AED at Clays 

Orchard.  Wiltshire Council identified a site as potentially suitable, and the matter will now be 

further considered.  There are currently two potential sources of grant support. 

13.07.04 Resolution of minutes 

The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th May 2023 were approved and signed into the 

record. 

13.07.05 Report from Wiltshire Councillor 

Wiltshire Councillor Najjar joined the meeting via telephone to provide a brief report. He noted his 

election as chairman of the Area Board and said that funds were available for bidding for the 

September meeting of the AB. He noted that the Wiltshire Land Plan Design Guide would be 

considered shortly, which may provide greater flexibility in this area.  The provision of LFHIG funds 



was touched upon, particularly the possible need to change the percentage contribution of the 

recipient council in order to widen the allocation of the limited amount of grant budget.  NN noted 

that two large projects had taken the bulk of the annual funds.  The matter of existing reserves held 

by applicants may need to be taken more into account.  A suggestion made by TP, that Highways and 

Footpath projects should be segregated was noted as potentially worth exploration by NN.   

NN noted the positive result regarding the Station Works, Tisbury, planning appeal. He reflected that 

as and when the development of the site is discussed anew. coordination of neighbouring parish 

views would be important. 

13.07.06 Planning Matters 

PL/2023/04702 Weather Oak, Moor Hill, Fovant. Councillors to consider their replies, and FPC’s view 

to be submitted by the clerk prior to 25th July 2023. 

Station Works, Tisbury. This matter was touched on above. The appeal was dismissed, with no cost 

orders being made in favour of any party.  

PL/2022/09490 Manor Farm, Fovant. Note was made that the application has been withdrawn. It is 

possible that this may well lead to a resubmission at some point.   FPC became aware of 

considerable concerns about some details of that planning application, and will carefully consider 

any new proposal.   

13.07.07 Financial Matters 

a. Income and Expenditure report was presented to councillors. 

b. Clerk confirmed that submission to the External Auditor had been extended to 31st July. He 

expects to complete the internal audit during the week 17th to 22nd July, with a view to having a 

short Extraordinary Meeting the following week. 

c. Following the conclusion of the External Audit, progress will be made on the acquisition of 

computer accounts package. 

13.07.08 Other Matters 

a. MW reported progress being made on the Highway Code update week, proposed for the end of 

September. As previously noted, the involvement of local schools is an important part of the 

awareness raising; the factors determining appropriate signage were discussed. 

b. DH updated the meeting about SID and speeding developments.  The simple operation of turning 

the devices periodically was discussed. MW suggested that sockets be installed at other locations 

(on private property with owners’ consent) to accommodate new mounting poles which would then 

allow the SIDs to be moved around the village. TP agreed to ask if a metrocount survey could be 

undertaken on Dinton Road at the exit to the 60mph limit. to support a possible future complaint 

about speeding.  This is to be an agenda item at the next Ordinary meeting. TP expressed 

satisfaction that one of the County’s three new civilian Enforcement Officers for Speeding has 

already visited the village.   

c. On the 20th of June Wiltshire Council held a meeting with Clays Orchard residents, and five 

attended.  Wiltshire Council will send out a newsletter to all residents. MW reported no further 



developments in the contact with a Working Group of FPC.   As noted previously in the meeting, 

consideration is being given to the provision of an AED at the site. 

d. The newly elected Wiltshire Councillor for the neighbouring ward Tisbury has an interest in water 

quality issues and is encouraging Parish Councils to work together on this.  AH noted that the Fovant 

sewage station admits to eighty days of discharge per year; and described the poor quality of 

existing infrastructure. WH noted this should be an argument against further large scale 

development in the area. Tisbury PC has a standing Environment Committee, the latest agenda of 

which will consider exploring working with neighbouring parishes.  

e. The matter of overhanging trees at the Vicarage has already been addressed by the Clerk. Note 

was made of lower vegetation causing an obstruction on the footpath. Clerk to action. 

f. The printing of the short village newsletter was reviewed. The printer has agreed to invoice the PC 

on a six monthly basis in advance. 

g. As previously resolved, FPC had agreed to support the Fovant Fete in the sum of £300. This has 

been actioned as a payment towards marquee costs. 

h. Clerk to continue to determine with Wiltshire Council the precise legal ownership of the 

recreation area. 

i. Clerk to speak with the grass cutting contractor to confirm service requirements. AH to inspect 

gate to the play area, and to determine what actions are required with regard to the play 

equipment. 

j. idVerde continue to be pressed for a formal contract to enable the installation of the two new 

bins. 

k. TP presented a new draft leaflet explaining responsibilities of householders with riparian duties 

and rights. This to be sent for approval by the Environment Agency, prior to distribution and posting 

on the village website. MW obtained a quote for a maximum of £50 for the printing of fifty copies. 

This was unanimously approved. 

l. Some concern was raised as to operations, or lack of, at the Greater Good Inn, specifically the 

usage of the premises if it is not functioning as a public house. TP will speak to the Wiltshire 

Councillor regarding licence issues. 

m. AC may have contacts who can provide further CPR/Defib training to residents, and potentially 

open the session(s) to neighbouring parishes. AC agreed to take on the organisation of further 

training requested by residents.  

n. MW suggested an application to the SSEN resilience fund for a hardwired 12kw generator to be 

installed at the Waterside to enable it to be a more effective hub for the village in case of incidents. 

This was unanimously approved by the meeting.. 

o. It was agreed to advertise on the village website the opportunity for residents to put themselves 

forward for co-option to the council. 



p. Given Cllr. S. Barr’s’ commitment overseas, it was agreed that his leave of absence should not be 

extended. Accordingly, he will be invited to resign.  

q. The next Ordinary meeting to be Tuesday 12th September or thereabouts. 

 


