Fovant Parish Council

Minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Fovant Parish Council held on
Monday 18" March 2024 at the Waterside, High Street, Fovant, at
Tpm

1803.01 Those present and apologies for absence
Present: Councillors T. Phillips (Chairman), D. Horne (Vice-Chairman), M. Wallis, A. Cousley, W.
Hobbs.

Apologies: Councillors A. Havard, H. Coxe

In attendance: Two members of the public, Wiltshire ClIr. N. Najjar, T. Culver-James, Clerk.

Prior to the formal business a resident, Freya Rimmington indicated that she would like to be
considered for co-option to FPC. The acceptance was proposed by Clir. Wallis, seconded by ClIr.
Cousley and unanimously passed by the meeting.

1803.02 Declarations of Interest

Clir. Wallis declared he has a non-pecuniary interest in respect of the Fovant Badges Society. None
other made.

18.03.03 Chairman's Introduction

The chairman noted correspondence with Cllr. Havard about his absences due to ongoing health
issues. Cllr. Havard was praised for his service and knowledge; and despite him offering to step
down the meeting unanimously supported his continued appointment. The date for the Annual
Parish Meeting of 15 May was confirmed. The Chair’s written précis is attached to these minutes.

18.03.04 Resolution of minutes 3 ™ January 2024
The minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 3 " January 2024 were approved and signed into
the record.

1803.05 Report from Wiltshire Councillor

Clir. Najjar reported that the Unitary Authority had approved it's budget, rising from £468m to
£490m with funding for childcare and social care being priorities. He also noted Area Board
funding in regard to the Chalke Valley history festival and the Broad Chalke play area. The
announcement of the planned closure of the A360 from Wilton up to the A303 for three months
to allow power lines to be installed for the Stonehenge Tunnel work brought strong criticisms
from the meeting. A traffic speed survey has been agreed in the Broad Chalke area to inform
debate about the many current changes in speed limit over short distances. Reference was
made to the forthcoming Police and Crime Commissioner election.



18.03.06 Planning matters
PL/2023/04853 Brookside Cottage-Councillors were updated on this matter

PL/2023/05890 Millbrook Trout Farm. [After the meeting it was found that Consent with
Conditions had been granted on 13 March].

Clays Orchard- Wiltshire ClIr. Najjar touched on this point. The officer from Wiltshire Council
Christine Brown had circulated a newsletter to residents about the status of consultations. Clirs
Wallis and Horne had been kept informed. Minimising disruption to the current residents during
building work is accepted by WC as paramount. A possibility being considered is that new
‘Council’ houses will also be built on spare parts of the land.

The Chair was asked to write to Planning Enforcement about the persistent and prolonged
blocking of the highway by builders’ vehicles that had occurred at two separate single- house
building projects in the village. These blockages had generated complaints from many residents
continuing over months. ClIr. Najjar asked to be kept informed.

18-03.07 Financial matters
a. Income and expenditure reports for the periods 10'" Sept 2023-12th Dec 2023, 12" December
2023 - 14" Feb 2024 and 14" Feb 2024-18™" March 2024 were circulated and are attached.

b, The external auditor has accepted submissions made for the last FY and processed the
Certificate of Exemption. Clerk to arrange meeting with the proposed internal auditor shortly, in
conjunction with key Cllirs, in time for a report to the Annual Parish Council meeting before the
end of May.

c. Clerk to urgently pursue establishment of Xero software to be in place for the ensuing FY.

18.03.08 Other matters

a. As noted above, Freya Rimmington was co-opted. Clerk to provide her with relevant
information.

b. Riparian owners booklet - see the attached note about delays in the Chairman's
introduction. It was agreed that no further action be taken presently with respect to the
registration of the Greater Good as an Asset of Community Value.

C. Fovant Relief in Need. The Parish Council is responsible for the appointment of the four
Nominative Trustees. Two of the Trustees have recently left— Karen Gilbert and Anne Cooke.
The Council Chair had been in contact with Diocese officers about the ex-officio Trustee role of
the Rector of Fovant becoming vacant with the departure of the Rector from the village, Rev Dr
Graham Southgate. Trustees Celia Haselgrove and Matthew Boatright, appointed by the Council
in 2000, have been working hard to improve the underpinnings of FRIN. A key target is to develop
an operational format visible to the community and allowing a quick response to need
applications. The Council had received a letter from Paul Rae saying he would be willing to stand
as a Trustee if asked; and the Council Chair announced that he would also be willing to stand in a
personal capacity. The meeting agreed to the Trustee appointments of Mr Rae and Dr Phillips.



d. A grant was approved to St. George's church in the sum of £500 (MW/AC). Clerk to action
payment. Also approved was £600 to the Fovant Badges Society (MW/AC). Both approved
unanimously.

e. With ClIr Havard indisposed, Cllr. Wallis agreed to look at the repairs to the gate to the play
area and a possible handrail up to the post box in Sutton Road. Meeting agreed to allocate up to
£600 to pay for a handrail — unamimous.

f. A 10kw generator now installed for the Emergency Hub at the Waterside. Clir Wallis said
that the Swindon and Wiltshire Emergency Contact Hub system would like to use our
achievement as a Case Study. Cllr Wallis said The Greater Good owner has agreed that a
defibrillator be installed on the outer wall of the building. Quote for internal electrical services
expected in region of £450+VAT; meeting agreed to this, unanimous (AC/MW). Clir Wallis will
carry out the installation of the cabinet. Cllr. Cousley will arrange a date for Defib/CPR training
by the South Western Ambulance officer who had conducted sessions in Ansty and Swallowcliffe,
cost to Fovant now £168 - agreed unanimous. This training will be provided free to up to 30
Fovant residents but any residents invited from neighbouring parishes will be asked to pay £5 to
a charity. Cllr. Cousely to get possible dates from the trainer and advertise them.

g. Clr. Horne provided an update on SIDS, highlighting issues with enforcement, although
noting the enthusiasm of the local PCSOs. We have no control over the County’s handling of the
SID data we send them, but we know they take account of the maximum average speed. We are
one of only two locations on the County list with SIDs in 20mph limits — most are in 30mph limits.
A proposal for the periodic relocation of one of our three SID devices to a position yet to be
decided on the A30 was discussed. The Chair will seek permission from the Area Highways
Engineer David Button for the principle of us choosing a location on a Council verge.

h. The views of 13 residents about the Highways Engineer Paul Shaddock’s proposals and
drawings for a buildout at the A30/High Street junction and for white lining around the Greater
Good corner had been canvassed though a PC Working Group, with formal ToRs and organised by
the Chair without reference to his own views. All but one of the 10 sets of comments submitted
by residents agreed that the Engineer’s proposals would meet the objectives: reduce confusion
for traffic, increase safety for pedestrians walking into High St from the garage, and slow the speed
of traffic coming from the Shaftesbury direction into the 20 mph of High St. Participants had also
suggested a number of improvements to the Engineer’s scheme, including that the buildout
should be made even more pronounced. Increasing the size of the pavement edge along the pub
corner was also suggested at the meeting. It was agreed that all these comments be passed to
the Engineer for his consideration: and that he be pressed to accelerate his discussions with Mrs
Lyn Nunn, householder of The Forge, to agree the relationship between the new buildout and the
land and pavement she owns bordering her property.

i. Progress still needed on grass and hedge cutting contracts and legal status of the two play
areas.

j. Engagement with residents with regard to upkeep of footpaths and the brook will
continue case by case.



k. Clir. Wallis will progress a contractor estimate for the provision of refuse collection at the

two new street litter bins, estimated at £676+VAT per year.

l. Next meeting to be confirmed but will be in the last two weeks of May.

ADDENDUM

Chair's Report

e The Annual Fovant Parish Meeting on 15 May 2024 has been advertised on the Village

Website, and | sent personal invitations to those residents who reported the activities of

a group or organisation at last year's meeting. | will chair this annual meeting as required

if still PC Chair.

The final annual meeting of the Parish Council to elect its Chair for 2024-25 must be held
by the end of May. | am prepared to continue as Chair for a further year but will not stand
in the way of another Clir who would like the role.

e Voting for the next Wiltshire Police and Crime Commissioner will take place on Thursday 2

May.

@ The re-publication of the Riparian owners booklet is delayed while | am seeking clarification

from Wiltshire Planning office as to how Statutory advice from the Environment Agency
regarding Fovant Brook in practice impacts on planning applications.

The views of residents about the proposed A30/High Street buildout and white lining
around the Greater Good corner have been canvassed though a PC Working Group, and

passed to the Full Council, to be considered on tonight's agenda.

Receipts and Payments Treasurers A/C 14t February 18™ March 2024

Opening Balance 14" February £18,039.90

28 Feb TCJ 195.40
6 March Defib Store 1,993.20
6 March HMRC 5720
6March MJ JP Wallis 176.25
6March TO 33.61

6 March PKF 48.00

7 March YAY.com 5.99

Closing Balance 18 " March 2024

Business Banking Instant

£15,530.25



Opening Balance 14" February 2024 £8,500.11
Interest received €9.39 CLOSING BALANCE 18" March £8,509.50

Receipts and Payments Treasurers A/C 10 ' Sept-12 ' Dec 2023

Opening Balance 10" September £ 11,407.07

15 Sept Youth Club (Hire)

26 Sept Wilts Council (Precept) 8,740.00
27 Sept HMRC (PAYE) 57,20
27 sept TCJ 33,61

28 sept TCJ 195.40

18 Oct Labelcraft

18 Oct TCJ

26 Oct D, Horne

26 Oct HMRC

26 Oct TCJ

30 Oct TCJ

17 Nov ICO

28 Nov TCJ 195.40

29 Nov Youth Club 24.00

Closing Balance 12 ""December £18,949.79

Business Banking Instant

12.00

126.00

4.98

101.48

57.20

33.61

195.40

35.00



Opening Balance 10" September E8,447.31
Interest received E34.67

Closing Balance 12 ™" December £8,481.98



