
  Fovant Parish Council 
 

Minutes of Meeting held at 7pm Tuesday 1st November 2022 

 At Fovant Village Hall, Tisbury Road, Fovant 
 

01.11.01 

Those present: 
Parish Councillors T. Phillips (Chairman), D. Horne (vice Chairman), W. Hobbs, M. Wallis, A. Cousley. 

Also in attendance T. Culver-James, Clerk. Three members of the public. Wiltshire Councillor N. 

Najjar (by telephone approximately 2015-2030). 

Apologies received from Councillor S. Barr. 

Prior to the meeting, a brief representation was made by a resident on her intention to make a 

planning application with regard to a limited provision of “glamping” provision within the curtilage 

of her agricultural property. The submission was noted, and Councillors indicated they would await 

the formal details with interest. 

01.11.02 

Declarations of Interest 
None made. 

01.11.03 

Chairmans Introduction 
The Chairman thanked the potential planning applicant for her comments, and highlighted various 

issues to be addressed in the “other matters” in the minutes. 

01.11.04 

Resolution of minutes 
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th September 2022, with the accompanying 

financial statement were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman. 

01.11.05 

Report from Wiltshire Councillor 
Councillor Najjar attended the meeting by telephone. He confirmed that Wiltshire Council (WC) had 

in train various measures to assist with the cost of living issues, and that these were being developed 

and will be announced in due course. He also is involved in discussions concerning the future of WC 

properties in Clays Orchard, highlighting the need for engagement with residents. Matters pertaining 

to future use of WC land abutting the premises were also raised. 

Engagement with the office of the Police and Crime Commissioner regarding the use of SID data to 

inform Wiltshire Police with tasking of its officers is also under attention. 

Reference was made to an application by FPC in 2019 to reduce the number of authorized councillor 

seats from nine to seven. This will be discussed as an agenda item at the next meeting of FPC, and 



the Chairman had now advised Wiltshire Council Democratic Services of this. Nevertheless, he had 

been asked to take part in an informal Teams meeting on Thursday 3 November with the WC 

Electoral Review Committee. 

01.11.06 

Planning Matters 
PL/2022/00996 Dean Farm, Dean Lane, Fovant SP3 5LQ 

Change of use of land from agriculture to residential and the erection of a replacement dwelling. 

Councillors decided not to comment on this application. 

01.11.07 

Financial Matters requiring Consideration/Resolution 
a. The income and expenditure attached to these minutes was presented to Councillors. 

b. ‘Xero’ accounting package to be in place by the next meeting of FPC. 

c. The Clerk is to obtain a debit card for Parish Council use. Formal policy to be agreed at the 

next meeting of FPC. 

01.11.07 

Other Matters requiring Consideration/Resolution 
a. It being confirmed that the publication of the Three Towers community magazine would 

cease, the meeting discussed the prospects for future FPC support to some form of 

village print media, providing there would be no detriment to its other duties.  Gratitude 

was expressed for the huge effort made by Pauline Storey over the years in editing the 

Three Towers, and now for Derryn Hinks’production of the village website.  It appears 

that the editors of the Village Buzz community magazine are keen to expand this to 

include news of interest to Fovant residents, but due to increasing printing costs the VB 

will transition to a digital format in January 2023.  One possibility for Fovant residents 

wishing to have a printed magazine would be a special print run every month paid for in 

advance by subscription.  It was resolved unanimously that the Council should carry out 

a survey of households in Fovant to assess the demand for such a subscription service - 

proposed MW, seconded TP. 

b. It was resolved unanimously (proposed MW, seconded TP) to request Wiltshire 

Highways to undertake a full survey, and report with suggested options for 

improvement of the A30/High Street junction, to progress the long running issue of road 

safety in this vicinity. This would be a continuation of the dialogue with Highways 

Engineer Paul Shaddock.  The resulting recommendations would be crucial in defining 

the feasibility and potential costs of any changes to the mutual benefit of pedestrians 

and motorists.   

c. Payment of £100 was agreed to the Youth Club towards a Christmas event on the 3rd of 

December. Also agreed was funding for the works needed in respect of storage of 

emergency equipment. 

d. It was agreed to pay the Waterside £50 to support the attendance of Dr. Kinlin’s drop in 

sessions. 

e. It was agreed to fund replacement/refurbishment of the village notice boards at 1/3rd of 

the cost incurred by the Village Hall Management Committee. 



f. In the PC role as de facto patron of the Fovant Village Website, It was agreed to 

encourage the webmaster Derryn Hinks to forward items of interest to the digital 

version of the Village Buzz magazine, at her discretion. 

g. Resolved unanimously not to replace benches removed by Highways owing to perceived 

lack of need. 

h. Following recent discussions about bins for the disposal of dog poo bags, TP has 

submitted a LFHIG grant application for the purchase of two additional road litter bins; if 

successful, FPC will be asked to contribute 25% of cost of the bins.  Clerk to confirm 

contract with idVerde for emptying of the two additional bins.   

i. Clerk to order 15 traffic cones and 3 “Village Event” signs.Delivery to MW, for storage in 

the ‘Emergency’ store at the Waterside.  

j. On advice from MW, TP will submit a LFHIG grant application for four ‘Pedestrians in 

roadway’ warning signs for permanent installation in the 20 mph limits.  If successful, 

FPC will be asked to contribute 25% of cost of purchase and installation.  

k. Discussion was held regarding grass cutting on verge in Mill Lane, as a resident wishes 

for it not to be cut as frequently. 

l. Reported that TP and DH had compiled a detailed paper regarding incidents of excess 

speed data from the village SIDs, to propose a simple mechanism to inform the police 

about speeding, which has been sent to Wiltshire Councillors Najjar and Wayman. This 

report is to be forwarded to the office of the Police and Crime Commissioner to 

encourage enforcement action by Wiltshire Police. It was observed that an ultimate 

failure to achieve police visits to Fovant would undermine the foundations of this project 

in two respects.  First, the Area Board provided a significant grant from its taxpayer 

funds to support the Fovant project to be a vanguard example of the use of SIDs.  

Secondly, there have been huge local efforts in getting to this point -  the work of 

volunteers in installing the SIDS and downloading data – to the benefit of all Fovant 

residents.   

m. MW and AC confirmed receipt of the Fovant Emergency Plan. They will assess it and 

make recommendations to the next FPC meeting, prior to publication. 

n. Confirmed DH and AC had met with the Clerk to carry out the six month appraisal. These 

Cllrs and the Clerk considered that the process had been satisfactory.This is now on file. 

Clerk confirmed work will take place to complete budget and precept application for 

consideration at the first meeting of 2023. The precept application must be lodged with 

Wiltshire Council by 18th January 2023. 

01.11.09  

Items for information/next agenda 
As minuted above. Special note to be made of correspondence with Community Governance Review 

of structure of FPC.  

01.11.10 

Matter discussed under Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 
It was resolved that for the time being no further action is to be taken in a longstanding and 

confidential  former employment matter.    

01.11.11 
The date of the next meeting shall be Tuesday 3rd January 2023 at Fovant Village Hall. 

 


