
Fovant Parish Council 

Minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Fovant Parish Council held on 

Wednesday 3rd January 2024 at the Waterside, High Street, Fovant. 

12.12.01 Those present and apologies for absence 
Present: Councillors  T. Phillips (Chairman), D. Horne (Vice-Chairman), A. Cousley, M. Wallis, H. Coxe 

In attendance: Wiltshire Councillor N. Najjar (by telephone), 2 members of the public, T. Culver-

James, Clerk. 

12.12.02 Declarations of Interest 
None made. 

12.12.03 Chairman’s Introduction 
The Chairman expressed best wishes and thanks to the Clerk, and hope for his return to full health. 

He reflected that despite the easy access to information regarding the responsibility of householders 

care of overgrown greenery and the height restrictions on gates and fences from Wiltshire Council, it 

often falls to the Parish Council to remind them of their obligations in these and other matters. He 

has been informed by a representative of the local food bank that a reorganisation has taken place; 

the group will cease operations from Fovant Chapel and relocate to Wilton where it will be styled 

the “Fovant and Wilton Foodbank”. He noted that she thanks the council for their support, and the 

Chair noted the credit that should be given to the volunteers of the foodbank for their work. He also 

noted that steps should be taken to encourage the co-option of new councillors in advance of 

elections to be held in 2025 to enable experience to be gained in advance of these.He gave notice 

that he was unlikely to stand himself in May 2025, and would like to cease to be chairman in May of 

this year. He proposed the date of 15th May 2024 for the Annual Parish Meeting in respect of this. 

12.12.04 Resolution of minutes 
a. The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 13th September 2023 were approved and signed into 

the record. 

b. The minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 6th October 2023 were unavailable and will be 

considered at the next meeting. 

12.12.05 Report from Wiltshire Councillor 
This was conducted via telephone as Cllr. Najjar was unwell.  He commented on the suggestion of 

the registration by the council of the Greater Good public house as an Asset of Community Value. 

This matter is not clear cut and will be noted in the agenda item 12.12.07. He also noted concerns 

regarding the progress in the making safe of the roof of Cross Keys House. Whilst it was confirmed 

that the parish council was not in any way involved in his discussions with building control officers, 

concerns of the parish council were noted, and the council welcomes his interest in resolving this 

long running matter of potential public safety. He also referred to the possibility of increased police 

visibility in the village with the introduction of a mobile police station-a van with two officers, one of 



which conducting foot patrol, the other being available statically for public liaison. The future of 

Clays Orchard was also raised by Cllr. Najjar. He said that a report of options and recommendations 

was due to be published in the following week, and that he would forward it immediately to the 

council. It will be presented to the Housing Board on 31st January, and he undertook to ensure that 

Cllrs. Horne and Wallis would be able to attend virtually.These two councillors have been working 

with Wiltshire Council officers in the matter for a year. He noted that Wiltshire Council would be 

increasing Council Tax, and that WC is relatively stable financially given the recent failures of other 

authorities.  

12.12.06 Financial Matters requiring Consideration/Resolution 
a. The Clerk reported that the accounts for FY2022/23 had been processed by the external auditor. It 

is anticipated that a notice pointing out progress to be made in this process will be given to the 

council. A meeting with the appointed internal auditor will be arranged. 

b. It was agreed that the Precept submission for the next FY will be maintained in the same sum as 

FY 2022/23. 

c. As agreed at the meeting on 13th September 2023 £2500 has been paid to the youth club as 

matched funding following their successful Area Board grant made on 29th November 2023. This is 

for further development of facilities for use of the Waterside including as an Emergency Hub. 

d. Given the onerous conditions of a DHSC grant for a defibrillator to be situated at Clays Orchard it 

was decided not to proceed with this. This will likely be funded by the parish council, and inquiries 

made about an additional unit to be situated in the vicinity of Brook Street. 

12.12.07 Registration of the Greater Good public house as an Asset of 

Community Value 
ACV registration of a pub or shop requires the owner to inform Wiltshire Council of an intention to 

sell the asset, giving a set time for a community group (not the parish council) to assemble a bid. If 

approved the registration lasts for 5 years. In Fovant, the Greater Good has started to open again for 

wet sales only for 3 days per week. The council is not aware of any indication that the owner wishes 

to sell the premises. It was noted that a “pop up pub” meets occasionally in the village, and the 

effect of this on the morale of the commercial business was noted. The council is advised that the 

Licensing Authority has no concerns in the current operations of the Greater Good. The Chair 

reported briefings from the Chair and Vice-Chair of Chilmark Parish Council regarding the 

registration of the Black Dog in that civil parish and note was taken of their experiences. It was 

agreed to defer further discussion until the next meeting. It should be noted that a member of the 

public, prior to the formal meeting suggested that he thought registration has merit. 

12.12.08 Riparian awareness booklet 
Following the extensive work by Cllr. Phillips, together with input from the Environment Agency it 

was agreed to print this for distribution. It was also mooted that an additional booklet be considered 

regarding householders duties with regard hedges and overhanging greenery. 

12.12.09 Planning matters requiring Consideration/Resolution 
A number a previous applications were noted, none of which required any further consideration at 

the meeting. However, the Chair explained that he had checked the progress of each application 



when he became aware that the council was not being informed by Planning when the detail of an 

application was changed significantly after the initial submission. In two cases where the council had 

already submitted detailed recommendations , a revision had fortunately been noticed and the 

council had submitted a second recommendation . The Chair suggested that he write to the head of 

administration in the planning department to ask that the council be routinely notified when there is 

a significantly revised application.This officer has already offered  to provide lists of material and non 

material factors in applications, and has noted that she is considering re-starting planning training 

sessions in the coming year. 

12.12.10 Other matters requiring Consideration/Resolution 
a. The idVerde quote to Cllr. Wallis for weekly emptying of two additional litter bins at £42.30 was 

far in excess of the understood weekly charge on the village to empty the two existing bins. The 

Clerk was instructed to write to Wiltshire Council to ask if they would take these two additional bins 

under their existing umbrella for the village. 

b. Deferred until next meeting. 

c. Confirmed that a resilience grant from SSEN for £10,000 has been received, and work to 

implement previously discussed projects is in progress.# 

d. The arrangement of CPR/defib training is under way. 

e. Noted at point c above. 

f. This Highway Code awareness had very positive uptake and Cllr. Wallis’s work is much 

appreciated. 

 

 


