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Chair: Martin Wallis                                               Date: 1st September 2025 

Fovant Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st July 2025 at 

18:30hrs 

Venue:  

The Waterside, Fovant Youth Club,  High Street, Fovant 

Present: 

Cllr. M. Wallis (Chair), Cllr. D. Horne (Vice chair), Cllr. T. Phillips, Cllr. H. Coxe, Cllr A. Cousley 

(from 19:00hrs) Cllr. P. Page, Cllr. V.J. Ellis. Cllr. N. Najjar. 

Two members of the public. 

62.25: Open public section. 

Paul Cleary from Wessex Internet gave an over view of Project Gigabyte and how it will be 

rolled out and disseminated to the public, he informed the meeting that the village would 

be getting a further 5 poles to accommodate overhead lines and that work would 

commence in the Poplars on the 18th August 2025. 

63.25: Apologies for Absence. 

None received. 

64.25: Noting of Absence. 

None seen. 

65.25: Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda and consideration of dispensations. 

None declared. 

66.25:  To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 9th June 2025 

Resolved: Minutes approved and entered into the record. 

67.25:  To note the clerks verbal report on previous actions not covered in the agenda and 

correspondence received. 

Previous actions: 

09.09.24 c -  Action now completed. 

27:25 p -– Youth survey outcomes were distributed to councillors, next event BBQ and disco 

on the 8th August 2025 at the youth club, volunteers sought. 

59:25 e – The clerk met with the web master, she is fully understanding of the requirements 

expected of the parish council for a website regarding compliance moving forward, but has 

declined to contribute to a working party on any future websites. A short statement was 
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read out by the clerk at the request of the webmaster to clarify issues relating to her 

voluntary and unpaid role as webmaster. 

59:25 g – Speed indicator devices (SIDs) and solar panels purchased, received and are 

already in use. Total cost for the SID’s £4994.36 excluding tax. 

Other matters: 

Letters of concern received into the clerk from three residents regarding the clearing of a 

site which borders on to the stream, the moving of the road sign and the erection of gates 

into the cleared land.  

Action:  

• Holding emails sent to the residents whilst an investigation took place. 

• Search of the “Wiltshire grounds explorer” app designated the land to belong to the 

adjacent bungalow, further investigation by Land registry not explored at this point. 

• Chair approached the resident of the affected land to discuss the matter further, 

chair satisfied that the resident would not park vehicles behind the gate without a 

dipped curve in place, that the gate was far enough away from the highway to not 

need planning approval and an agreement was reached in that he would, speak to 

Highways at Wiltshire council to ascertain if they wished the sign to be put back or if 

it could stay where it was. 

• Chair made note of the conversation and will also follow up with highways at 

Wiltshire council to ensure actions have taken place. 

• Resident who raised concerns emailed again with outcomes. 

• Clerk followed up with residents who raised concerns to make sure they were 

satisfied with the outcome. 

Clerk gave a short summery following the SWWAB meeting. 

68.25: To note the chairman’s Introduction and update. 

Chairman informed the council that a gate had been sited to the children’s playing field 

following concerns about the children’s safety approved and  signed off by the clerk under 

S.5.15 of the financial regulations. Cllr. Page was informed prior to works commencing. 

Chair also reported an incident of a resident tipping grass clippings into the river, the 

resident was challenged, he apologised and cleared the grass out of the stream. 

69:25  To note the statement from Wiltshire County Councillor Nabil Najjar. 

Cllr. Najjar was welcomed to the meeting and congratulated on his recent re-election as the 

Chalk Valley councillor. Cllr. Najjar informed the council that Wiltshire was now a hung 

council, Liberal-democrat led supported by independents and labour, and although all 

services will continue as normal he had no cabinet post. Cllr. Najjar was unable to give an 

update on Clays orchard but did encourage the community to put in for grant funding from 

SWWAB. 
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70.25: Governance:   

Risk assessment for defibrillators was presented. 

Resolved: Noted by council for uploading to website 

Draft Information technology policy debated. 

Resolved: With a minor wording adjustment, unanimously approved by council. 

Draft data protection policy debated. 

Not resolved: Cllr. Horne to summarize further and represent at September meeting. 

Updated Playground risk assessment on the website. 

Resolved: Noted by council. 

71.25: Planning matters requiring Consideration/noting. 

PL/2024/03672 – 3, Wyatt Orchard, Moor Hill, Fovant SP3 5LB. 

Retrospective permission to replace facia debated. 

Resolved: Clerk to comment on application with “No comment”. 

 

72.25: Financial matters for approval  

To approve and accept the clerks report on payments, receipts, balances and the end of 

quarter one summary. 

Payments were approved and income noted, quarter 1 report presented. 

Council agreed to add the 6 weekly hall hire cost to the annual approved spend. 

Payments for: 

£47.56 approved to the clerk for refreshments at the youth event. 

£19.99 approved to Cllr. Wallis for clips for the speed indicator devices. 

£245.00 approved to G. Feltham for repairs to playing field. 

£53.99  approved to the clerk for stationary (July). 

Resolved:  Clerks report noted, payments, receipts and the end of quarter 1 approved  by 

council.  

Balances and the signing of the reconciliation of the bank for June 2025. 

Unresolved: Councillor with portfolio declined to sign the report at the meeting. Deferred to 

next meeting. 

73.25: Other matters requiring consideration/Noting. 

To receive and note update on progress: 

• War memorial damage and repair  
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Unresolved: still awaiting repair. 

 

• Use of contractors for pond clearance and SID’s data collection (Cllr. Horne). 

Unresolved: Deferred to next meeting. 

 

• Follow up from visit of Wessex Rivers Trust   (Cllr. Phillips). 

Unresolved: Deferred to next meeting. 

 

• LHFIG update   (Chair).  
Unresolved: Deferred to next meeting. 
 

• Village Green Project – (Chair and Cllr. Horne). 

Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 

 

• Planning rules -  (Chair and Cllr. Phillips). 

Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 

 

• Highways engineer visit   (Chair and Cllr. Phillips) 

Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 

 

• Councillors update on portfolio’s (All councillors) 

Unresolved:  Councillors agreed to forward portfolio progress to the clerk. 

 

To Consider: 

• To propose a working party to discuss and procure a website and email newsletter to 

provide a cross media, enhanced local news coverage for the benefit of the Parish 

Council, village hall and the Parish Church Council. (Cllr. Ellis) 

Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 

 

• To consider an  application received to co-opt a councillor. (Chair) 

Resolved: Charlotte Roberts-Barr co-opted onto the council with form of acceptance signed, 

Cllr. Barr joined the rest of the council meeting. 

 

• To agree future training needs for councillors. (Cllr. Horne). 

Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 

 

• To Consider the way leave contract received from Wessex internet. (Chair/Clerk) 
Resolved: Council agreed to sign the way leave form with 7 councillors for and one abstain. 
 

• To  consider and agree a formal business continuity plan (Cllr. Horne/Cousley) 
Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 

 

• To note and agree all formal external contact outside of the council. (Cllr. Horne). 
Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 
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• To consider the implementation of public right of way policy and the mechanism for 

interactions with residents and/or landowners. (Cllr. Phillips). 

Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 

 

74:25  closed session: 

To resolve that under section 1 paragraph 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the next items of business 

due to the confidential nature. 

• To note and accept the verbal report following the clerks 2025 appraisal (Cllrs. Horne 
and Cousley). 

Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 

 

• To Agree the formal terms of reference for the staffing committee (Cllr. Horne and 

Cousley). 

Unresolved: deferred to next meeting. 

 

• To consider a letter received by the council. (Chair) 

Resolved: Council to write back to the village hall committee, Cllr. Phillips will lead on the 

response with a draft to be considered by council before being sent. 

 

Cllr. Ellis will convey to the village hall committee at their next meeting: 

1. That the parish council will contact the booking officer with any additional or adhoc 

meetings that occur whilst retaining its current booking system for regular meetings 

at the Waterside. 

2. The parish council will be open to applications for grants in the parish councils 

September meeting if the village hall committee wishes to make an application. 

3. Inform the village hall committee of the current status for grant applications into 

SWWAB and encourage them to utilise this facility. 

 75:25  Items for next meeting. 

Deferred items shown from this meeting. 

No other items identified. 

76.25: Date and time of next meeting. 

1st September 2025 At the Waterside, Fovant Youth Club, High Street, Fovant at 18:30hrs. 


