
Fovant Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Fovant Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 28 May 2024 at the Waterside, High Street, Fovant, at 7pm 

01.28.24 Those present and apologies for absence 

Present: Councillors T. Phillips (Chairman), D. Horne (Vice-Chairman), M. Wallis, A. Cousley, W. 

Hobbs, H. Coxe.  

Absent: Councillors A. Havard, N Najjar.    Apologies@ Clerk, Tim Culver -James 

In attendance: Three members of the public.  Since they wished to speak about the proposed 

planning application for Cross Keys Cottage, the Chair asked them to delay their interventions 

until Cllrs addressed that item during the agenda.  

02.28.24 

Declarations of interest.  None. 

03.28.24 Chairman's Introduction and Report of Annual Parish Meeting 

The outgoing chairman said the Annual Parish Meeting on 15 May 2024 had received 18 reports 

but had not been as well attended as last year.  Despite that, there were prolonged discussions. 

His notes as ’chair’, already sent to Cllrs, will be published in a new section of the Village Website 

under ‘Engagement, along with all written reports submitted.     

04.28.24 Resolution of minutes of 18 March 2024 
The minutes of that meeting were approved and signed into the record. 

05.28.24. Election of Parish Council Chairman and Vice Chairman for 

Municipal Year 2024/2025.  Elected officers to sign declaration of 

acceptance of office.  
Dr Tony Phillips was elected as Chair, Mr David Horne as Vice Chair.  Both said they were unlikely 

to stand in the 2025 Elections.   

06.28.24. Report of Wiltshire Councillor 
None received.  Cllr Najjar was not present.  

07.28.24 Planning matters requiring Consideration /Resolution 
PL/2024/04342   Cross Keys Cottage, SP3 5JH.  Proposed outbuilding.  The applicant Ben 

Eastmond said that this ancillary building at the far end of their garden would provide a garage 

and a storage loft overhead.  Materials will match the recent extension to the cottage.  There had 

been a Pre-app discussion with Conservation Officer Jocelyn Sage, and the Case Officer had said 

that Listed building consent would not be needed.  It would be no taller than the pair of houses 



now being built nearer the road, and only the roof would be easily visible from the road.  

Neighbours Mr Ellis and Mrs Page in Foragers Barn behind the site said they were concerned that 

the window of the proposed loft would allow a direct view into their bedroom window, even if 

for the time being shielded by the existing deciduous trees.   The Chair asked Cllrs to delay their 

recommendations until after a site visit, agreed for Saturday 1 June.     

Clays Orchard.   In the absence of Cllr Najjar, Cllrs Wallis and Horne reported on the continuing 

dialogue with Wiltshire Council officers about the future improvement of Clays Orchard housing 

complex.  All the signs were that the residents were being well consulted and that the 

commitment to minimise their disruption would be honoured.  A new Project Manager had been 

appointed to oversee this project and a similar scheme at Lynch Close in Mere.   The Parish 

Council will continue to liaise with Wiltshire Council over their ideas for new ‘Council’ houses 

being built on spare land.     

The Chair said that the Parish Council’s report to the Annual Parish Meeting had noted that the 

Council will try to persuade Wiltshire Planners to set up enforceable conditions to minimise road 

blockages by builder’s vehicles during building operations.   

08.28.24 Financial matters 
Items a- c in Agenda: Income and expenditure report; AGAR for FY 2023/2024; Internal auditor 

consultation; Purchase and installation of XERO.  No progress reports available in absence of 

Clerk.  

a.  Annual insurance cover.  Specific personal injury/3rd party liability for Councillors? To be taken 

up with our insurance Company 

b.  Sum to cover annual running costs of the Emergency Hub.  Agreed up to £200 provision if 

needed to cover running costs if the Hub is opened.  

c Additional capital costs for the Emergency Hub: Sign £80, Footpath £860 inc VAT, External 

lights and external power point £150 inc VAT, 3 x Jerry cand plus spout £115 . All agreed.  

d.  A replacement Gazebo for the one damaged by heavy winds - £453.99 inc VAT.  A stronger 

construction for use in emergencies.  Agreed   

e. New SID and brackets for future use on A30.  £ 2,200 +£90 shipping + brackets.  Agreed    

f.  Purchase of defibrillator to go on the Greater Good. £1661 net. Agreed  

g. Bases for the new additional road litter bins, £589.  Agreed .  Cllr Wallis said he had a 

contract waiting to empty these bins weekly, much less expensive than idVerde quote.  

09.28.24  Other matters requiring Consideration/Resolution 
 

a. Assignment of Portfolio holders.  Assignments broadly similar to last year’s were agreed, 

but with Cllr Henry Coxe taking over from Cllr Havard the focus for the Play areas and 



liaison with the Village Hall Management Committee.  Cllr Hobbs will amend the details 

on the photos of Cllrs on the web site.  

b. Fovant Relief in Need charity: renewal of appointment of Celia Haselgrove and Matthew 

Boatright for a four year term as Nominative Trustees.  Agreed.  Also, the meeting wished 

to endorse the appointment of the Rev Elaine Brightwell as the ex-officio Trustee. Chair to 

inform them.   

c. Councillors.  The resignation of Cllr Freya Rimmington was noted; the Chair has already 

written to thank her.   Due to the continuing absences of Cllr Andy Havard, it was 

recognised that the six month rule of absence regretfully must be applied.  Cllr. Havard 

was praised for his long standing service.  The Chair was asked to try to make contact with 

him to pass on our best wishes.  It was agreed that new attempts should be made to co-

op additional Cllrs, against the three vacancies.   

d. Progress reports.  The Riparian Owners booklet has been distributed to households.  Cllr 

Wallis has mended the Play area gate, and arranged for a rail at the steps to the Post box 

on Sutton Road to be installed by a local contractor.  More thought is needed to regularise  

grass/hedge cutting in the play areas.  No news from County on the legal status of the 

transfer of the play area to parish control.  The Emergency Hub is ready for operation.  Cllr 

Cousley has received a choice of dates for the SW Ambulance Trainer to carry out 

CPR/Defib sessions.  Cllr Cousley will choose a date and advertise in the village.  

e. Proposed survey by Cllrs of power/telephone lines in trees.  Cllr Wallis said the results 

should be passed initially to SSE to get their reaction.  Local Emergency preparations 

should include taking steps to prevent transmission interruptions within the village.   

f. LHFIG report : The A30 buildout will be costed by the Highways Engineer in time for the 

August LHFIG meeting, and a possible bid into the County Substantive Bid kitty later in the 

year. Additional white lining expected this year.  Raising the Greater Good pavement at the 

corner has been accepted as a future project, no timing yet available.  The Pedestrian in 

the Road signs to go on existing poles at the entrances to the village, waiting for over a 

year, will be installed in week 1-7 July.   

g. SIDs data.  No news.  Cllrs Wallis and Horne will attend tomorrow’s the Area Board meeting 

when the Police and Crime Commissioner is expected.  A further (4th) SID will be 

purchased, for regular use at both locations at the entry to the 30 mph stretch of the A30, 

to go on the existing signage poles as now agreed by the Highways Engineer.   Warminster 

CPT needs to be encouraged to send PCSOs with speed guns again.  

h. Matters arising.  Cllr Wallis said that the field of the former Trout Farm had for decades 

been subject to a H17 Public Space order.  Now that the field is for sale, it is worth 

considering whether the Council should seek to register it as an Asset of Community Value. 

Cllrs Wallis, Horne, and Najjar are discussing this with Wiltshire Council.    

i. Date of next Ordinary meeting. Late in July, date to be agreed.  


