MOYRA and the YMCA

Moyra Prendergast, a classically trained violinist, volunteered at the outbreak of WW1, to entertain troops
in the many training camps on the Salisbury Plains. She was invited to join a group put together by John
Rowlands a long-time friend. The “Grand Sacred” concert party from Bristol did several tours on the Plains
entertaining the soldiers with a varied programme of popular music and humour with great success.
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In August 1916 a tour was organised with the patronage of Dr Barclay Baron and Mrs Baron, Lord Mayor of
Bristol and his wife. They began in Fovant where they were royally greeted by the CO. Brigadier-General
Antill, all his staff and their ladies. There was a gymkhana for their entertainment then after tea a
performance in the hospital for the patients.

A SNAPSHOT AT FOVENT HOSPITAL

The double YMCA hut was already filling quickly and long before the starting time there was no longer any
standing room or even hang-on spaces.

The crammed YMCA at Fovant with no regard for ‘health and safety’ or even any fire restrictions. | hope
their cigarettes and pipes were carefully handled. The call for encores was so insistent that eventually B G
Antill had to sweep the performers off to supper in his quarters.



Moyra was so appreciated for her many entertainments that on the occasion of her 100" visit to the Plain
in October 1916 she was presented with a fur-lined motor coat by the grateful soldiers. It proved very
useful on many of her later tours.
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After the war Moyra had a very successful career in demand for many concerts varying from classical,
Burlesque and comedy to jazz. She and her widowed mother ran a boarding house for musicians in
Chiswick.
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Photos and information provided by Mrs Olivia Roper (nee P, renc]ergdsf) Moyra ;‘great niece.
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Moyra June 13 Longbridge Deverill
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Moyra - Bhurtpore Staff May 7 1916



